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Contributions to this Department will include material of three kinds: (1) original discussion, suggestion, plans, programs, ¢ 2) 
and theories; (2) reports of special projects, working programs, conferences and meetings, and progress in any distinctive aspect 


of the field; G3) special results of study and esearch. 
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N 1929, the Social Science Research 

Council, seeking further ways and 

means of promoting its objectives, 
authorized the appointment of two 
regional committees, one for the West and 
one for the South. These committees, ap- 
pointed for one year, were renewed for 
1930-31. The personnel for the first 
southern committee consisted of Howard 
W. Odum, University of North Carolina, 
Chairman; Wilson Gee, University of 
Virginia; Max Handman, University of 
Texas; Jesse F. Steiner, Tulane University; 
Joseph Peterson, George Peabody College; 
Ellis M. Coulter, University of Georgia; 
Benjamin B. Kendrick, North Carolina 
College for Women. 

This committee for 1930-1931 consists 
of Benjamin B. Kendrick, North Carolina 
College for Women, Chairman; Howard 
W. Odum, University of North Caro- 
lina; Wilson Gee, University of Virginia; 
Joseph Peterson, George Peabody College; 
George W. Stocking, University of Texas; 
Walter J. Matherly, University of Florida; 
N. B. Bond, University of Mississippi. 

The council suggested a seven-fold ob- 
jective for its activities, namely; (1) Im- 
provement of research organization; (2) 
Development of personnel; G) Enlarge- 
ment, improvement, and preservation of 
materials; (4) Improvement of research 


institutions. 


methods; (5, Facilitation of the dissemi- 
nation of materials, methods, and results 
of investigations; (6) Facilitation of re- 
search projects; (7) Enhancement of the 
public appreciation of the significance of 
the social sciences. 

One of the early tasks undertaken by the 
first committee was an inquiry to ascer- 
tain something of the nature, range, and 
personnel of social research in southern 
To this end, Dr. Odum, 
about the first of March, 1930, mailed 
postal reply cards to 1,058 teachers of the 
social sciences in the eleven states of the 
late Confederacy together with Kentucky 
and Oklahoma. This number represents 
very nearly the total of teachers of history, 
sociology, economics, political science, 
statistics, and anthropology in white and 
Negro institutions above the grade of high 
school. Generally speaking, the psychol- 
Ogists were not included. Replies were 
received from 553, Or 53.2 per cent. Of 
those replying 41.6 per cent were his- 
torians and political scientists, 26.2 per 
cent economists, 16.4 per cent sociologists, 
while 15.8 per cent were unclassified. 
Information was requested concerning the 
institution, academic rank, degrees held 
and where received, courses taught, re- 
search under way, research in which in- 
terested but not under way. 
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The following is a summary of the in- 
formation obtained: 


Number of teachers to whom ques- 


tionnaire was sent............. 1,058* 
Nutiber-teplyttigy ices pociaiwess 553 
Degrees held by those replying: | 

A.B. or the equivalent........... 50 
M.A. or the equivalent........... 2.60 
Ph.D. or the equivalent.......... 2.43 
Academic rank of those replying: 
Professor or the equivalent........ 311 
Associate professor or the equi- 
ValCNt et Vieaihe yes teaneacecds 104 
Assistant professor or the equiva- 
Tenia cut ch haa ewew neces 87 
Instructor or the equivalent....... 51 
Number having research under way. 386 
Number desirous of doing research 

but having none under way..... 124 
Number not interested in research... 43 
Total number of members of four 

learned societies............... 1,085 
Number of institutions represented 

by those replying.............. 180 


* This is not a complete list of Social Science teach- 
ers in institutions of higher learning but includes most 
history, economics, political science, and sociology 
teachers. There are not in the South many persons 
giving their entire time to statistics or anthropology. 
Generally speaking, the psychologists were not 
included. | 

{ Includes only members of the American His- 
torical Association, the American Political Science 
Association, the American Sociological Society, and 
the American Economics Association. Figures ob- 
tained from the secretaries of the societies. 


It is probably fair to assume that the 
great majority of the 46.8 per cent who 
did not reply not only did not have any 
research under way but were not much 
interested in research, although I know 
personally of some cases in which this 
assumption is unwarranted. 

These figures are not complete, but in 
their incomplete form I think they are 
impressive. Most of the subjects in 
which these men and women express 
themselves as interested are southern sub- 
jects and in nearly every case additional 
light should be thrown upon them if we 
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are to proceed in an orderly and intelligent 
manner to the solution of our manifold 
problems. What do these people need in 
order that they may go forward with the 


particular research problem in which they 
ate interested? Well, a number of things. 


First of all, of course, is brains. No 
further comment on this point is necessary 
as no human agency can supply this 
deficiency. In the second place, every 
person intending to do research work 
should have the technique necessary for 
the job. The returns seem to indicate 
that there are a good many who have not 
had adequate training in this respect. 
Those who are young enough to profit by 
the experience should be given a leave 
of absence with part pay, if possible, so 
that they may have an opportunity to 
train themselves in the technique of re- 
search in the particular discipline they 
are teaching. I know how hard-pressed 
financially every southern college ad- 
ministrator is at the present time and 
how deaf he is inclined to be towards any 
suggestion that will tend to increase ex- 
penses, but I give it as my reasoned opin- 
ion that one of the best ways to spend a 
few thousand dollars each year is to give 
leave of absence to two or three young, 


ambitious, and intelligent instructors who 


desire to do further graduate work. As 
a member of the Southern Fellowship 
Committee, I may say that is just the sort 
of young man or woman whom we are 
desirous of helping with fellowships so 
far as our funds will permit. I am sure 
that is true of various other fellowship 
committees throughout the country. And 
where no outside aid is available the 
young instructor should be encouraged to 
go ahead at the partial expense of his 
college, even if it is necessary for other 
teachers to carry temporarily a somewhat 
heavier teaching load to make this possi- 
ble. So you can see that one of the prime 
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purposes of the Southern Regional Com- 
mittee is to improve the personnel of the 
teaching force in the social sciences in 
our institutions of higher learning. To 
that end we ask earnestly for the codpera- 
tion of those holding administrative posi- 
tions in such institutions. 

In the third place, an instructor or 
professor who is mentally capable of doing 
research work and has been trained ade- 
quately for it also requires a workshop 
and a laboratory. That is to say, as an 
irreducible minimum, he needs a library 
equipped with the standard works of 
reference and the better secondary books 
dealing with his general field of in- 
terest. Moreover, he must have some 
source materials on the particular project 
he has in hand. The nature of such 
materials will vary according to the dis- 
cipline or the particular phase of the 
discipline in which he proposes to do 
research work. Obviously, it is quite im- 
possible for every small college or normal 
school to contain a great deal of source 
material, but, if an instructor is an his- 
torian, for instance, he can frequently find 
enough material among the files of local 
newspapers; court house records, private 
letters, diaries, account books and the 
like to patch together a pretty good his- 
tory of the town, city; or county in which 
his college is located. Ifhe is alert he will 
make every effort he can to collect, and, 
in codperation with his institution or 
other agencies, preserve the materials he 
finds for some later persons who may wish 
to make a different use of them. 

To promote the collection and preserva- 
tion of materials and better equipment of 
our libraries is another important object of 
our Committee. If our instructor is an 
economist or sociologist he should be able 
to find in the economic and social institu- 
tions and conditions of his locality ample 
materials for a valuable contribution to 
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human knowledge. J think most of you 
will agree that one of the most significant 
books to be published in recent years is 
Middletown by Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. 
Lynd. Junderstand that there is a teacher 
training school in Middletown where 
economics, sociology, and psychology are 
taught. The materials were there all 
along. Why did not some teacher in this 
institution write such a book? Well, 
you say, he or she did not possess the 
genius of the Lynds. But Middletown is 
not primarily a work of genius, but rather 
of industry and insight. And leisure too, 
no doubt, which brings me to my fourth 
point. 

The research worker must have some 
leisure. He may have brains, technique, 
library facilities, and an abundance of 
raw materials of research and still not 
produce anything simply because he is so 
burdened with the task of teaching that 
he has no time or energy left. I know 
there are a few rare spirits who so love 
research that, after they have done twelve 
to twenty hours of class room teaching and 
their pro rata share of routine committee 
work, they still find time to carry on 
research; but where there are such men 
and women, is it fair to the community 
to allow them to wear themselves out in 
such manner? Now I know there are a 
great many college administrators who 
will reply that they do not require their 
teachers to do research work and feel that 
while research is all well enough and 
ought to be done, the large universities 
and endowed research institutes are the 
places for it. The job of the college and 
normal school teacher is to teach. Very 
well, let us grant that that is their task. 
I tell you from personal experience and 
Observation that has extended over 
twenty-one years, that the best teacher, if 
other things are at all equal, is that one 
who also does some research. Whatever 
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justification there is for my own presence 
on a faculty is the work I have done as a 
teacher, and in all honesty that is little 
enough. Since I finished my doctoral 
thesis some fifteen years ago I have done 
very little real research. That during 
that time I have done a good deal of 
varied reading both within and without 
my particular discipline, that I have mixed 
quite a lot with all sorts of people and 
talked with some intelligent ones, has 
been a sort of substitute, but I confess to 
you that I would be a great deal better 
teacher than I now am had I continued to 
do some research work. 

But let us allow this argument to pass 
as being ex parte or ad hominem ot some 
other more appropriate Latin phrase, and 
look at the situation in the South as we 
find it today. There are not more than 
a dozen universities in the South that 
are doing any respectable quantity or 
quality of research, and in no single one 
of them is it adequately supported. The 
breach must be filled by men and women 
from the ranks of the colleges if we are 
not to fall still further behind in this phase 
of scholasticendeavor. I venture to assert 
that there are more good intentions per 
Capita or even per square mile in the South 
than in any other area on earth. For one 
thing, it is the churchiest place this side 
of heaven, and the churches are nothing 
if not good-intentioned. Perhaps Spain 
of three centuries ago was equally 
churchy. Iwas about to say priest-ridden, 
but, lest someone mistake me for an evolu- 
tionist or atheist, I will forbear. And 
whom does the Spain of the late 16th 
century call to our minds but that be- 
nevolent if somewhat caricatured knight 
of the immortal Cervantes; Don Quixote? 
The good Don attacked the wind-mills 
because he thought them vicious giants, 
he pledged his honor as a gentleman and a 
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knight to a country wench because he 
thought her the fairest Dulcinea in all 
Spain, and he attacked the guards of some 
desperate criminals and set the criminals 
free to prey upon a defenseless countryside 
because he believed the guards were heart- 
less oppressors. But he was always good- 
intentioned, and, despite his useless, fool- 
ish, and positively dangerous mistakes, 
we rather like the poor devil. 

And so it is with our own unenlightened 
and quixotic uplifters. I conceive it to 
be the task of the scholar in the social 
sciences to point out that wind-mills are 
wind-mills, that criminals are criminals, 
and that country wenches are only country 
wenches in the hope that our own 
Quixotes will be saved from the errors of 
the foolhardy Spanish don. But it is 
only a hope, for, while the social scientist 
is at his project, he should approach it 
in some such way as the biologist ap- 
proaches a new-fangled crab. The biol- 
ogist is neither for the crab nor against 
the crab, nor is he interested in making 
out of him an edible crab, nor of teaching 
him tricks, nor of uplifting him in any 
way. He examines him impartially and 
in a detached manner and consigns him to 
his proper place in' the Crustacea family, 
leaving his training or transformation to 
some zodlogical Burbank. Or inanother 
mood it is perfectly legitimate for him to 
become an uplifter of crabs himself. And 
so it should be with the social scientist. 
While he is on his research job he should 
not be expected to say, Boy Scout fashion, 
to himself every morning, ‘‘Now for one 
good deed today,’’ but rather, if he is so 
tempted, let him fortify his detachment 
by saying, “I'll be damned if I do good 
to anybody today.’’ When he has finished 
his research and has arrived at what he 
conceives to be the truth, he may do all 
the good he can or allow someone else to 


366 


take his findings as a point of departure 
and reform and uplift until he is blue in 
the face. 

But perhaps it appears to you a far cry 
from crabs and biologists and Boy Scouts 
and Sunny Spain of the 16th Century to 
the Sunny South of the twentieth century. 
So back to our knitting we go. And let 
us make a conclusion of the whole matter. 
The southern Regional committee wants 
the administrators of all southern in- 
stitutions to codperate with it or them or 
us, whichever you will, in giving a little 
leisure to such men and women as are 
teaching the social sciences in their in- 
stitutions, who are able and anxious to do 
some research. Tell us about such persons 
and we will try to help you and them in 
as substantial a way as our limited funds 
will permit; and in the meanwhile we 
are going to try to increase those funds 
if the whole capitalistic system does not 
come tumbling down on our heads before 
we get fairly started. And please in this 
matter do not expect any glory for your 
particular school. And do not anticipate 
that any piece of work that one of your 
staff does accomplish will lead to any 
great immediate reform. I admit that a 
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lot of so-called research is the bunk, as 
the great Henry Ford once remarked about 
my particular discipline. I seem to recall 
that some statistical hound once told me 
that for every ten thousand eggs a roe 
shad lays only one ever turns out to be a 
full-sized fish. It may have been a million 
eggs or perhaps it was only a thousand, 
but in any case I trust you will see the 
point. Give the poor fish a chance to 
lay her eggs, if for no other reason than 
the just pride we take in our excellent 
southern shad. 

When our Committee has made a fair 
beginning in the manual of arms of re- 
search, we hope to be able to stimulate 
the formulation of some large codperative 
projects for presentation to the Social 
Science Research Council in harmony with 
its new strategy. But that will probably 
be the work of a real strategist. For the 
present, we propose to confine ourselves 
to promoting a knowledge of the manual 
of arms. 

The tables give a detailed statistical 
analysis of the data summarized in this 
paper, presenting the various classifica- 
tions for the states individually as well 
as for the region. 
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STATUS OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN THE SOUTH 


TABLE SHOWING NuMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF PERSONS HAVING Research UNDER Way, INTERESTED IN DoING 
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ResgarcuH, put Havinc Nonz UNnper Way, AND OF THosz Not INTERESTED IN RESEARCH, BY 
AcapEmMic Rank AND DzcGrezs Heip 
ASSOCI- | ASSIST- RE- INTER- seas 
PROFES- ATE ANT INSTR UC- _SUM- SEARCH | ESTED IN INTER- 
SOR PROFES- PROFES- TOR MARY UNDER RE- ESTED 
SOR SOR WAY | SEARCH 
PHD 2a cy eeee yen tactettes 80.25%] 15.2370] 4.5270 
170 44 26 3 243 195 37 + 
M.A., MS....ceccceceeceeeeees Bb 31/0) 28.087), 29:8" 0 
; 125 49 55 31 260 162 73 25 
ADs. Dot ieatiewaee eee ne. 58.007] 28.007) 14.007 
: 16 II 6 17 50 29 14 7 
SUMMIT) cascdcacmoerwnteanens 311 104 87 51 553 
Revie und ay . 70.10%] 82.69%! 63.22%] 52.94% 69.80% 
Maeeeenane Sai 86 < = 386 
Interested in research 23.1576] 13.46%) 22.99%) 35.29% 22-42 7a 
a devenaaes i ht 8 a 
Nievaaemenel..c }| 6.75%] 3-857} 13.797] 11.777 7.78% 
ee ee er os ; 6 ‘e 
Alabama rank 
PHD tscecawiiny Reka Gaueeeee ous 5 I I O 7. 5 2: fe) 
MDs NED e cits Gas ee ntee eats 4 5 2. 3 14 9 4 I 
As Bi Dd iecsceotase tas leawadie 2 Oo 2: 2 6 4 I I 
SUMMA es Sicilia cha amass $ II 6 5 5 yy | 
Research under way.............. 9 5 I 3 18 
Interested in research...... ee a: fo) 3 2 7 
Not interested. oe. scans dee Soldees Oo I I O os 
Arkansas rank 
PRD cele ee yee Gea gan gacs 6 2. I I IO 8 ns Oo 
MAG MS i toe rest etkaenaes %: Oo I 7. 5 I 4 Oo 
Bes BO sieceae nates Paaaces I re) fe) I 2 fe) I I 
Summary....... iM Roeea tins 9 2 2: 4 17 
Research under way...........5. 6 2 I O 9 
Interested in research............ 3 fo) I 3 7 
INOtUNTETEStEd ci. 2 ceccayeadek see Oo Oo Oo I I 
Florida rank 
PH Disesrsisdevas's Sree ose a II I 2: O 14 7 5 2 
IME Nog INLD iacanad ase crediars acndare Oo I I I 3 3 O O 
Diy DB Oies co nda aataronny eee Oo 3 Oo I 4 3 Oo 
SUMIMALY cs eceet eases ee eee awe II 5 3 2 21 
Research under way.............. 4 2: I 13 
Interested in research............ 3 I I I 6 
Not interested: < eccceaans ta ceueus 2 ) fe) Oo 2: 


* In classifying both as to rank and degree, unlisted titles at their equivalent value have been counted. 
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STATUS OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN THE SOUTH—Continued 


associ- | ASSIST- RE- INTER- ses 
PROFES- | ATE ANT | INSTRUC-| SUM- | SEARCH | ESTEDIN| j. 755. 
son | PROFES- | PROFES- | TOR MARY | UNDER RE- Dee 
SOR SOR way | SEARCH 
Georgia rank 
PRD tet stem eees sents 9 I 2. O 12 9 2 I 
MA Mica ee dances en 9 4 2 Oo 15 8 6 I 
Ps Bs BSivs isos Dane euey masses 4 2 I I 8 3 3 2 
Summary............ ge dtisclira eet a oh 2.2 7 5 I 35 
Research under way............. 12 5 2: I 2.0 
Interested in research............ 7 2 2. Oo 11 
Not interested). cece eee dt ees 3 Oo I 9) 4 
Kentucky rank 
| ig cs © Seren ary eee eR era ean Io I oO fe) 11 8 3 
MA MS iad ee det oak ieeta 8 I I 6 16 9 6 
De Big BB icsie nacho Saar ines I I fe) I 3, 2. I Oo 
PUMIM AL cic cone sent vain oes 19 3 I 7. 30 
Research under way............. II 2 I 5 19 
Interested in research............ 7 I Oo a: IO 
Noe interested. ..2.%.-csarescdasa I Oo S) Oo I 


Louisiana rank 


PH io a se ears See betes II 


4 3 I 19 16 3 Oo 
MAn MS desmenetas heresies 7 3 6 I 17 10 6 I 
Te Diy Diseases bets steading aes fe) 3) 2 Oo 2. I I 
SUMMA, oes stirs tear oew eed 18 yj 11 2: 38 
Research under way............. 14 4 7 2 27 
Interested in research............ 4 3 2. Oo 9 
NOt interested sj sd vatesnaed «aan Oo Oo 2 Oo 2: 

Mississippi rank 
PID cc an aang he anand nat aneerebens 4 I Oo O 5 I O 
MEA MS sensed haenceeaaes 6 I 3 Oo 10 5 4 
AD gE Soke Geos oaratan aks eres Oo oO fe) O Oo O O 
SUMMA sink eenatiaeee chee es 10 2 3 Oo 15 
Research under way............- 6 2: I O 9 
Interested in research............ 4 Oo I Oo 5 
Not interested scicuv sce eae tce ) Oo I O I 
North Carolina rank 

Pi Ditsar nt ieued mess Rieke ees 25 12 7 I 45 38 5 2 
MAS MS ccrscai pease soeeiaenas 15 9 9 5 38 20 IO 8 
Pie BS teh So had a ede wate eas 4 Oo Oo 4 8 4 4 O 
SOMMALY -i. acc ah akan ie eoeew es 44 21 16 10 gI 
Research under way...........++-{ 32 16 10 4 62. 
Interested in research............ 6 4 4 5 19 


Not interested..............0008: 6 I 2 I 10 
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STATUS OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN THE SOUTH—Concluded 


RE-~ INTER- 


ASSOCI- | ASSIST- ee 
PROFES- ATE ANT INSTRUC- SUM- SEARCH | ESTED IN INTER: 
SOR | PROFES- | PROFES- | TOR MARY | UNDER RE- orn 
SOR SOR WAY SEARCH 
Oklahoma rank 
PD Dxiaiicieesiaer cartes buodens 9 3 3 Oo 15 12 3 Oo 
Ag MSc ea cay ear aaandions 13 6 6 2 27 19 6 2. 
AcDis DiO2¢ siuwoedent stains eee fe) fe) fe) fe) fe) fe) fe) 
SUMMA Aces ccsteetiesalestau|, “22 9 9 2 42. 
Research under way............. 13 9 8 I 31 
Interested in research............ 8 fe) I fe) 9 
Notintetested /.cckustveoouneuss I fe) ) I 2 
South Carolina rank 
Ph.D...... errr ree 8 2 O Oo IO 9 Oo I 
Mita NM Scena ie pkeh manatees 8 4 I I 14 8 4 2, 
ABS BiSasceaeataiawsenanee wis 2 ° O 2 4 2 I I 
SUMMA 6s Gawieelocksssteesind 18 6 I 3 28 
Research under way.............-| 12 6 fe) I 19 
Interested in research............ 4 Oo fe) I 5 
Not interested................00- 2 fe) I I 4 
Tennessee rank 
PID ek tas@onieseinticestn ls: 13 4 4 fe) 21 19 2: fe) 
MUR MS oa wise eval seeatns 15 2 3 3 23 16 5 2: 
PAD, PD Onwiet dace ets Mensaee srs . 2 I fo) 4 7 6 I fo) 
SUMMA ctv ot wutiene te ecu 30 7 7 7 51 | 
Research under way............. 24 7 6 4 Al 
Interested in research............ 5 Oo I 2. 8 
Not interested .s.s405 nensa eases: I f) 3) I 2. 
Texas rank 
PH. Diss. hdccercamieaeeta aes 2.9 4 2 fe) 35 29 5 I 
Mi Avg MS ier cen iitetie teed sees 27 8 II 5 51 34 14 3 
As Dig Dioisa cscs esone ee swaaeates Oo 3 I 4 3 I 
SUMMAPY. sede nes dededed bye daee 56 15 13 6 go 
Research under way............-. 40 13 9 4 66 
Interested in research............ 15 2 2 I 20 
Not interested...........0.c0000: I fe) 2 I 4 
Virginia rank 
PHD) ccc 2o ieee ees sauuseans 30 8 I fe) 39 31 4 4 
MA MiSisoreimamesatiase Sera II 5 2, 27 2.0 4 3 
DASA DO iksed be eee ee teen oO I I fe) 2 I fe) I 
SUMIMALY «s/h ie va'e eG vwle'siinlen es 4I 14 II 7 68 
Research under way.............. 33 II 9 I 52 
Interested in research............ 4 I 2 I 8 
Not interested: 22.55 ¢.in ene dairies 4 2 2: Oo 8 
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